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Purpose: 
To document the City of Cedar Rapids’ ownership of the 4th Street NE/SE right-of-way 
from A Avenue NE to 12th Avenue SE. 
 
Procedures: 
Ownership of the 4th Street NE/SE right-of-way from approximately A Avenue NE to 12th 
Avenue SE was confirmed by the Stipulation of Consent Decree No. EQ 8505, dated 
November 17, 1987 and the concurrence and rights of the Chicago & Northern 
Transportation Company and the Cedar Rapids and Iowa City Railway Company were 
approved by Special Ordinance No. 96-87 dated November 25, 1987. 

City Attorney David McGuire filed a lawsuit in District Court to settle ownership of the 4th 
Street NE/SE right-of-way from north of 1st Avenue E to south of 12th Avenue SE.  Mr. 
McGuire sent memorandums dated October 20, 1987 and October 23, 1987 to the Mayor 
and City Council, advising of the Court Stipulation and the Special Ordinance. 

Mayor Canney and representatives of the Chicago and Northwestern Transportation 
Company, and Cedar Rapids and Iowa City Railway Company signed the Stipulation of 
Entry of Consent Decree (No. EQ 8505) on November 17, 1987.  Ordinance No. 96-87 
was approved on November 25, 1987.  Both the Consent Decree and Ordinance provide 
the following: 

• Limits of the right-of-way is along 4th Street NE/SE from a point midway between 
First Avenue and A Avenue East, and a point on the most southerly edge of 12th 
Avenue SE. 

https://www.cedar-rapids.org/local_government/departments_g_-_v/public_works/referenced_materials.php#Ch3_References
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• Railroad companies are granted an identical right-of-way, 15 feet either side of the 
center line of the existing railroad tracks, for the purpose of operating and 
maintaining existing railroad tracks. 

• The City of Cedar Rapids has the right to make improvements for public purposes 
within the 80-feet wide 4th Street Corridor.  City improvements, as identified in the 
Consent Decree and Ordinance, require written consent of the railroad companies. 

• The railroad companies shall not install additional tracks without written consent of 
the City of Cedar Rapids by Resolution of the City Council. 

• Other provisions including vacation of right-of-way, signal boxes, and signal 
bungalows, and others are addressed in the Consent Decree and Ordinance No. 
96-87. 
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